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August 3, 1964

10:20 A.M.

To Robert McNamara:

[Extract]

Robert McNamara: . . . And I think I should also, or we should also at that
time, Mr. President, explain this OPLAN 34-A, these covert operations. There’s
no question but what that had bearing on it. On Friday night, as you probably
know, we had four TP [sic] boats from [South] Vietnam, manned by [South]
Vietnamese or other nationals, attack two islands, and we expended, oh, 1,000
rounds of ammunition of one kind or another against them. We probably shot up
a radar station and a few other miscellaneous buildings. And following 24 hours
after that with this destroyer in that same area undoubtedly led them to connect
the two events. . . .
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